
to show interest in providing the 
service to rural areas, rural citi­
zens banded together to form co­
operatives to get the job done. 

In Mecklenburg, county agent 
Norman H. Williams, Jr. is cred­
ited with being the driving force 
to bringing electricity to rural 
Southside. With the support 
and cooperation ofleading farm­
ers from around the region, the 
group organized and requested 
an official charter from the State 
Corporation Commission. 

In February of 1938, Wil­
liams and Jack Smith went to 
Washington to secure a loan for 
$129,000 to build 136 miles of 
line and two substations to serve 
436 members. 

A month later, the State Cor­
poration Commission granted 
the charter request, and the newly 
formed Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative was authorized to 
serve Mecklenburg, Brunswick, 

founded 
-Floods and Landslides 

in Los Angeles cause 200 
deaths 

-The First use of A seeing 
eye dogs occurs 

-German troops enter Aus­
tria 

-Agricultural Adjustment 
Act is passed helping farm­
ers affected by Dust Bowl 

-Germany begins its per­
sicution of Jews 

-March of Dimes Polio 
Foundation Created. 

-A 450 metric ton mete­
orite struck the earth in an 
empty field near Chicora, 
Pennsylvania 

-Italy wins the 1938 World 
Cup in France defeating 
Hungary 

work on new hnes vrrtuau)' came 
to a stop. When the war ended, 
and soldiers returned home in late 
1945, the boom resumed at even 
greater speed. 

The Rural Virginia magazine 
for October of 1946 reported that 
unable to find power poles for 
new lines, Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative hired three crews to 
cut their own utility poles. The 
six man crews were said to be 
producing about 50 poles a day. 

At the time of the 1946 article, 
MEC had plans to build another 
560 miles ofline. Expansion and 
growth continued with an ever­
increasing number of farmers 
and rural residents able to take 
advantage of the conveniences 
and comforts offered by the avail­
ability of electric service. 

Through the years, Meck­
lenburg Electric Cooperative 
continued to grow. Today, MEC 
provides electric service to over 

Charlotte and Lunenburg. Before the year was out, 30,000 users. 

Historical Events Of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
 
The First Year 

1937 -- N. H. Williams Jr., County Agent 
of Mecklenburg County, assigned J. E. Smith, 
then in charge of terracing farm land, to be in 
charge of the details of mapping, signing up 
membership, etc. needed for a feasibility study 
of the County to show need for ftinds from the 
Rural Electrification Administration (REA) to 
provide central station service. 

February 1938 -- N. H. Williams Jr., and 
Jack Smith went to Washington, D.C., to 
secure a loan from the Rural Electrification 
Administration. They were so well prepared 
to state their case that a loan for $129,000 was 
approved almost immediately at 2.88 percent 
for 20 years. 

March 11, 1938 -- State Corporation Commis­
sion approved Charter to serve Mecklenburg, 
Brunswick, Charlotte, and Lunenburg counties. 

March 22, 1938 -- First Board of Directors 
meeting at Boydton. Directors were L. M. Crews, 
President; W. T. Bracey, Vice President; W. H. 
Copley, Secretary-Treasurer; H. C. Bobbitt; W. F. 
Lawson; J. D. Brankley; and B. J. Montgomery. 

J. E. (Jack) Smith was appointed Project Super­
intendent (first employee of the Cooperative) 

First office in Boydton in old. Town Office 
Building. 

April 7, 1938 -- H. J. Baer employed 
as Engineer and Douglas Gregory employed as 
Surveyor at $5 per day and 40 cents an hours for 
helper on recommendation of REA Field Repre­
sentative. 

Irby Turnbull of Boydton appointed Legal 
Counselor. 

May -- Gladys McKinney employed as Ste­
nographer. 

July 7, 1938 -- Francis Allgood became an 
employee of the Cooperative at $2 per day. 

Summer, 1938 -- First substation built near 
South Hill on the Jessup farm; 75 KVA connected 
to 2,300 volt circuit off of Virginia Public Ser­
vice's South Hill Substation. 

Second substation built at Skipwith on Dallas 
Gregory farm. Forty-five (45)( KVA connected 
to 13,200 volt circuit that fed Clarksville and 
Boydton Substations. 

August, 1938 -- First serviceman hired­
Norman L. Brame. 

September 8, 1938 -- Charter amended to in­
clude Appomattox, Bedford, Campbell, Franklin, 
Halifax, Henry, Prince Edward, and Pittsylvania 
Counties. 

October, 1938 -- First lines of the Cooperative 
were energized when the South Hill Substation 
was put into operation. A celebration of this 
event was held in Watkins Warehouse at South 
Hill with REA Administrator, John Carmody, as 
guest speaker. 

Co-op office moved to old Goode Bank Build­
ing, Boydton. 

November, 1938 -- Bob Kimmer employed as 
Serviceman, replacing Normal L. Brame who 
became ill. 

Average use per consumer - 27 KWH per 
month. 


