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Thankful for the Opportunity to Serve You

THANKFUL FOR MEC MEMBERS 
In the past 12 years as president & CEO of our cooperative, I have had the 

pleasure of getting to know many of you through our annual meetings in June; 
personal contacts at many, many community functions; enjoying outdoor activities, 
especially hunting and fishing, available here in our region; and lastly, but certainly 
not least, through interaction on MEC’s Facebook page.  

We provide electric power and other services to members at over 31,000 homes, 
farms and businesses throughout nine counties in Southside Virginia and five in 
northern North Carolina. You may have noticed in my comments in this magazine 
and on our Facebook page that I often refer to our membership as “the great group 
of people that we serve.” I am very appreciative and respectful of the relationship 
that this organization shares with those we serve and am thankful for the incredible 
support that you always offer to your cooperative employees.  

THANKFUL FOR YOUR ENCOURAGEMENT 
I am even more cognizant of just how 

great you folks are during major power 
outages … when we are working around 
the clock to restore your service. During 
those events, which are extremely 
stressful for you and your MEC 
employees, our Facebook page is flooded 
with hundreds of messages from people 
who express appreciation for the sacrifices 
that our linemen make to restore power 
and keep the lights on. We also receive 
comforting messages such as this one, 
“Prayers for your safety while working 
during the storm.” Then when restoration 
is complete, the messages keep coming, 
“Thanks for restoring our power.”  

Even through the frustration and 
inconvenience that comes with being 
without electricity, you are understanding 
of the considerable and hazardous task  
we undertake on your behalf and are 
supportive of your line workers as they 
labor with a conviction that is pure and  
is based on their concern for you. We are 
so incredibly fortunate that you are ever- 
mindful of their safety, and graciously 

express your appreciation for what they 
do. You absolutely cannot imagine the 
impact your support has on their resolve 
to give everything they have, mentally  
and physically, to restore every member’s 
power as soon as is humanly and safely 
possible. PLEASE know that every single 
person who works for you here at MEC  
is thankful for your generous outpouring 
of support, even more than you know.  
We are keenly aware that our bond with 
those we serve is more than the standard 
business/customer relationship, and we 
never take our membership’s kind and 
gracious nature for granted. We’ll protect 
it with all we have and strengthen it at 
every opportunity. As I continue to assert, 
“There are no better folks than those 
we serve at Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative.” 

In addition to the countless well wishes 
for safety, we receive supportive 
comments like the following which were 
posted on Facebook during an outage that 
accompanied tornado watches on 
Halloween night: 

“Love Mecklenburg Electric! It is like calling 
family to report an outage. Then we go to 
Facebook to get updates. We are never left 
wondering “why” or  “what if.” Mecklenburg 
always informs us of what is going on in each 
of our communities. Now tell me, where can 
you get service like that? We are blessed!!”  
– D. Lunsford  

“We love our electric cooperative. Please be 
safe out there.” – J. Zubrod  

“Thank you, thank you all of you, The 
Dedicated, for loving and caring for us!” 
– A. Landoll  

“Thank you MEC. Never have I seen such 
service.” – E. Brandenburg 

 
THANKFUL FOR COMMUNITY 
SERVANTS 

In addition to our members, we  
are very grateful for the working 
relationships that we enjoy with our 
dedicated fellow first responders and 
community servants who are so helpful 
during major outages, in the light of day 
and middle of the night, as we work to 

Happy New Year! As we reflect on the past year and its 
challenges and opportunities and roll into the year 2020  
with optimism and strength, it’s an excellent time to recognize 

our many blessings. I am thankful for many things in addition to  
the big five that are my faith, my family, my country, my health, and 
my job at Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative (MEC). 

DRIVEN BY  
RESPONSIBILITY

John C. Lee, Jr. 
President & CEO
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bring power back to the rural countryside. 
Given how much we value our affiliation 
with those groups, and how much respect 
we have for them, it’s gratifying when I 
read Facebook comments like the 
following: 

 
“Y’all be careful! Let us know if we can help  

in any way.” – W. Stembridge, Chase  
City Police Department  

“Thank you, Mecklenburg Electric, for all  
you do. VDOT appreciates you guys more than 
you know.” – S. Jones, Virginia Department  
of Transportation  

“Thank you for allowing your employees  
to come educate our members on power line 
safety.” – Halifax Volunteer Fire Department 

 
THANKFUL FOR OUR VETERANS 
OF MILITARY SERVICE 

A month and a half ago, Americans all 
across our nation joined in celebration of 
our veterans on a day set aside to 
recognize their service. At MEC, we 
believe our military veterans deserve our 
reverence and appreciation EVERY day … 
given that every single day each of us 
enjoys the rights and freedoms that their 
sacrifices made possible. MEC is 
perpetually thankful for their service, and 

Job Title: Apprentice Lineman  
Serving MEC members: 5 years  
My job involves: Changing out poles, 
building new services, working on lights,  
a little bit of everything  
Favorite part of my job: Getting people’s 
lights back on after storms  
Message I would like to give to the 
members that we serve: Thanks for 
supporting us and being patient when the 
lights do go out. 

Current Residence: Chase City  
Immediate family members and  
their names: Wife, Megan  
Spouse’s occupation: Nurse  
My hobbies: Hunting, fishing, working  
on family farm  
My pets and their names: Yellow Lab 
named Bullet and numerous hunting dogs  
Favorite vacation spot: The beach  
Favorite movie: Any kind of action or 
comedy movie  
Favorite restaurant: House of Ribeyes  
Favorite TV shows: Two and a Half Men  
Favorite flavor of ice cream: Vanilla  
Food I would absolutely never eat: 
Sushi  
Favorite sports team: New England 
Patriots  
Favorite musicians: Any Country or Rock  
Have you ever met anybody famous? 
Yes, Michael Waddell at a hunting show 
when I was a kid 

B.J. Hensley 

we will never forget the price paid for all 
we enjoy, and all too often … take for 
granted. 

I have always admired the following 
quote from a former U.S. president 
regarding our veterans and their service 
to all of us and our great nation. Former 
President Ronald Reagan stated: 

“We remember those who were called 
upon to give all a person can give, and 
we remember those who were prepared 
to make that sacrifice if it were 
demanded of them in the line of duty, 
though it never was. Most of all, we 
remember the devotion and gallantry 
with which all of them ennobled their 
nation as they became champions of a 
noble cause.” 

Those words, spoken many years  
ago, are a strong reminder that our 
indebtedness to our veterans is timeless 
and eternal … it has no shelf life. These 
American heroes come in all shapes, 
sizes and colors, and from all walks of 
life. War, battle, bullets, bombs, and 
death make no distinctions based on 
those differences … and neither should 
we. Every chance you get, tell a veteran 
“Thank you”… it’s a small, but greatly 
appreciated, gesture in exchange for all 
they have given us. 

THANKFUL FOR OPPORTUNITIES 
And lastly, on a personal note, I want to 
humbly thank you for allowing me to 
have a role in providing reliable electricity 
and other valuable services to our 
communities … and for the opportunity 
to work alongside some of the most 
capable employees anywhere who also 
happen to be really good people. As 
president & CEO of Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative and EMPOWER Broadband, 
I take seriously my responsibility to see 
that we deliver on our mission to provide 
services that create opportunities and 
enhance the quality of life in Southside 
Virginia. Through all the challenges  
that come with 24/7 service and in 
providing critical services to homes  
and businesses spread out across 4,200 
plus miles of power lines, knowing that 
our cooperative and all who work here 
have your strong support makes us  
not only thankful for the past, but 
appreciative of a promising future and  
the opportunity to bring even greater 
value to you, whom we serve. We send  
our best wishes to all of you for a healthy 
and prosperous 2020. 

Respectively, 

Have you (or would you) ever 
skydive? No, I don’t see the point in 
jumping out of a good plane.  
Most useful thing I ever bought: a GPS 
system to keep up with my hunting dogs  
One person I would like to meet:  
Dale Earnhardt, Jr.  
First job: Worked on a tobacco farm  
My fondest memory: Hunting with  
my dad  
I hope I never have to: Have a major 
surgery  
I knew I was grown up when: I moved 
out of my parents’ house  
My hero is: Dad, because he’s someone  
I look up to a lot  
Best advice anyone every gave me:  
Be patient, good things come to those  
who wait.  
What would you do with $1 million? 
Buy a new tractor and some new farm 
equipment 

John C. Lee, Jr.
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“You learn different techniques from other cooperatives and you can take some of them back for day-to-day work, not just the rodeo.” 
– T.W. Parks, apprentice line technician  

“It means a lot just to be able to come out here and compete with these guys and meet people from all over the country.” 
– Rob Clary, apprentice line technician  

“It’s a big deal. A lot of lineworkers come here, and it gives them a chance to show off their skills. It is the best of the best.”  
– Matt Shaw, safety & security coordinator  

“The primary purpose of the Rodeo and Expo is to help emphasize and maintain a focus on safe work practices. It provides a forum 
for the public to better understand and recognize the technical skills of our linemen, and it provides an opportunity for these  
professionals to receive recognition for their proficiency in the craft. These guys come from all parts of the country, all parts of the 
world, and we are all one. It’s heartwarming and it’s an honor.”  

– Clint Card, manager district operations  
“Our apprentice technicians proudly upheld Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s long-standing tradition of highly competitive  

rodeo participation at the largest-ever International Lineman’s Rodeo … the World Series of lineman competitions. They represented 
our cooperative with class and professionalism while competing with a high degree of skill, knowledge and, most importantly, safety. 
Our cooperative and all those associated with MEC take great pride in the fact that MEC linemen from our small rural Southside  
Virginia electric cooperative can compete with lineworkers from any utility … anywhere and can more than hold their own.” 

– John C. Lee, Jr., president & CEO 

THANK YOU,  
MEC VOLUNTEERS! Clint Card  

Chief judge and member  

of the International Rodeo  
Judging Committee  Matt Shaw First aid and  safety coordinator 

For more information go to linemansrodeokc.com.

From left, MEC’s Rob Clary and T.W. Parks  
were strong performers in the apprentice 
technician division among a huge field  
of 321 competitors. 

Comments from Participants

MEC Lineworkers Compete 
Among Best of the Best

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative (MEC) representatives 
 joined thousands of the best electric lineworkers from across 
the United States and around the world at the International 

Lineman’s Rodeo & Expo in Bonner Springs, Kansas, on Oct. 19.  
Competitors from cooperatives, investor-owned and municipal utilities 
entered this year’s annual event, the largest in its 36-year history. 
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EMPOWER Broadband has acquired BIT Communications in Bracey, Va.,  
and is combining resources to accelerate the deployment of broadband fiber  

throughout Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s (MEC) service area. 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s (MEC) subsidiary, 
EMPOWER Broadband, and Buggs Island Telephone 
Cooperative (BIT Communications) have both been 

engaged in building fiber-to-the-home to bring broadband 
service to the members. Working separately on the same  
mission, for the same members, raised a frequently asked  
question, “Why aren’t MEC and BIT  
working together on this project?” 

Over the past two years discussions 
among officials from both entities  
concluded that it would be in the best  
interest of the members to combine  
resources and work together. In order to 
effectively execute this mission, BIT members were called 
upon to give consent for EMPOWER to acquire and merge  
resources with BIT.  

The voting period for this proposal was set for Oct. 7 
through Nov. 14. According to the Bylaws of BIT, approval  
by at least two-thirds of the members was required for the  
acquisition to occur. 

A Special Meeting of BIT members was called on Nov. 14 
and held at Lake Gaston Volunteer Fire Department. It was  
announced at this meeting that the proposal for acquisition 

passed overwhelmingly. A total of 2,179 assenting votes 
constituted 76.5 percent which was well over the two-
thirds requirement. 

“Our board of directors and staff are cognizant of the 
digital divide that our rural communities face due to a  
lack of high-speed broadband internet connection,“  

says John C. Lee, Jr., president & CEO  
of MEC and EMPOWER. “This merging  
of resources with our sister cooperative, 
BIT, has been discussed and well thought-
out and will escalate the buildout of 
broadband internet service. Working  
together will maximize efficiencies,  

minimize any duplication of service, and combine the  
collective strengths of the two organizations. 

“EMPOWER Broadband will bring resilient, best-in-
technology internet service to the citizens of Southside  
Virginia, and we are very proud of the significant role  
we will be playing in improving the quality of life for  
members of MEC.” 

The next phase of the process requires approval by  
the State Corporation Commission and the Federal  
Communications Commission. 

As a member of Mecklenburg Electric  
Cooperative, you share in the margins  
that are earned, and your share is called  
“capital credits.” In December, capital  
credit refund checks were mailed to  
members who earned credits to their  
electric account in the year 2001. If you  
received a check, please cash it as soon  
as possible. Don’t let your good fortune  
get misplaced. 

 
Capital Credits . . .  
One of many benefits of being  
a member of MEC! 

 

CORRECTION: In our November – December issue of Cooperative Living magazine,  
we incorrectly stated that a 1,500-watt space heater operating for eight hours costs $40. 
It should have read as follows: A 1,500-watt space heater operating for eight hours  
every day would cost the consumer $40 per month.  

BIT Members Vote Overwhelmingly  
to Approve Merger with EMPOWER

Checks Mailed  
to MEC Members  
Total $1,306,170 

IT’S OFFICIAL!  
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Chase City Manufacturer  
Ships Products Worldwide 

by Patrick Love, Contributing Writer

A glimpse inside the Nipro 
PharmaPackaging plant in 
Chase City, Va., reveals a global 

manufacturing operation that uses 
cutting-edge technology and lofty 
quality standards to produce a 
tremendous volume of products  
and ship them all over the world. 
Operating under the Japanese-owned 
Nipro Corporation, it manufactures 
glass vials in a variety of shapes and 
sizes to package pharmaceutical  
and animal health products that  
must be packaged in glass because  
of their chemical makeup. 

The parent healthcare 
company, Nipro Corp., operates 
in North America, Europe and 
Asia manufacturing ingenious 
products in three businesses — 
medical devices, pharmaceu-
ticals, and pharma packaging. 
Its net annual sales are 
approximately $3.3 billion.  

Plant Manager David Steele, 
a manufacturing veteran of 
nearly four decades who has 
been employed at the Chase 
City plant for 10 years, says, 
“Many of the pharmaceutical 
distributors around the world use our 
vials for drugs that you’re probably 
familiar with. Our packaging is the 
gold standard, and we say that because 

it offers minimal interaction between 
the drug and the glass packaging.  
It’s resistant to damage and breakage,  
it has fewer cosmetic defects than  
our competitors’ and we offer precise 
dimensional specifications along  
with a minimized particle load to  
build up the strength and durability  
of the glass.” 

The 36,400-square-foot facility  
was built by the Wheaton Corp. in 
1990 and started production in 1991. 
After several changes in ownership, 
Nipro became the owner in July 2011 

Finished product shipments go 
directly from the Chase City plant 
to customers in Raleigh, N.C.,  
and Kalamazoo, Mich., even as  
far away as Puerto Rico, Greece 
and China.

and invested heavy capital into the 
building. 

The plant operates continuously,  
24 hours per day from 8 a.m. Monday 
to 8 a.m. Saturday, and utilizes 68 
employees in three eight-hour shifts to 
produce as many as 500,000 glass vials 
per day. At full capacity, that translates 
to 3.5 million vials per week and  
more than 170 million vials per year. 

“Our customers order vials in 
quantities anywhere from 50,000 
pieces to 3.5 million pieces,” Steele 
says. “We do a tremendous volume 

year after year.” 
Almost identical to a sister 

Nipro PharmaPackaging plant 
in Westport, Ind., the Chase 
City operation has 12 
manufacturing lines that 
employ high-speed, 
continuous-motion converting 
machines fueled by natural  
gas and liquid oxygen 
converting glass tubing into 
vials. The sizes of the vials 
vary from 12 to 42 millimeters 
in diameter and 27 to 125 
millimeters long. Varieties 

made include aluminum seal vials  
in blowback and non-blowback 
varieties, depending on the type of 
rubber stopper used by the customer, 
as well as vials with screw thread tops.  

A nearly four-decade veteran of the 
manufacturing sector, David Steele  
has served as plant manager for Nipro 
PharmaPackaging’s Chase City plant  
for approximately 10 years.
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Steele says the Chase City plant’s 
products are in demand because the 
glass is “the most resistant, not 
completely resistant, but the most 
resistant to a lot of these drugs. 

“That’s why the shelf life on some 
of these drugs is one or two years at 
the most,” he continues. “After a 
certain amount of time, the 
medications start to react and break 
down the glass.” 

Nipro PharmaPackaging and its 
Chase City plant are on the cutting 
edge of counteracting those effects, 
fueled by engineering and research-
and-development departments. 
Through its VIALEX ™ process, 
microcracks and fissures on the inside 
of each vial are smoothed out to 
reduce the potential for interaction 
with the drugs contained in the vials. 

“When the customer has a 
particularly aggressive drug, this 
process allows storage for a longer 
period of time and saves money 
without having to worry about [the 
glass] breaking down,” Steele explains. 

Finished product shipments go 
directly from the Chase City plant  
to customers in Raleigh N.C., and 
Kalamazoo, Mich., and even as  
far away as Puerto Rico, Greece and 
China, but not before passing through 
stringent quality controls meant to 
maximize quality and minimize 
defects. 

“We’re not subject to FDA [Federal 
Drug Administration] inspections in 
our glass manufacturing facility 
because we don’t actually manufacture 
the drug, but we strive to operate our 
business as if the FDA could walk in 
the door any day,” Steele says. 

As vials are being formed, they pass 
through an inline camera inspection. 
In the final phase of production, vials 
go through two camera inspections in 
the Clean Room — one for 
dimensional parameters and another 

for cosmetic defects. Vials are then 
visually inspected by multiple 
employees before being packaged 
and placed onto pallets for 
shipping. 

Before a pallet is shipped, 
however, a sample goes through  
the on-site laboratory and 
hydrolytic resistance testing to 
ensure the inside of the surface  
of the glass meets certain require-
ments. If the sample fails, the whole 
pallet is thrown out. 

During production, the plant’s 
manufacturing executable system 
records the actual operating parameters 
of each machine as vials are formed 
— air pressures, speed, 
temperatures, etc. — which are 
helpful in performing defect 
investigations and troubleshooting 
problems. For a small upcharge, 
customers who purchase the vials 
can obtain all data for each vial in 
their shipment, which allows them 
to minimize incoming inspection 
activities. 

Of course, 24-hour-per-day 
manufacturing capabilities are 
contingent upon continuous, reliable 
electrical current, which is provided  
to Nipro PharmaPackaging  
by Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
(MEC). Steele says MEC’s service  
to the plant has been outstanding, 
especially since the Cooperative 
invested in upgrading the feeder lines 
around the facility. “After my first year 
here, MEC did an upgrade, and our 
electrical service has been impeccable. 
Really the only time we have any 
interruption is if there is a major 
accident like a vehicle ramming a power 
pole. Even then the Cooperative is 
quick to get the power back on, and its 
employees are very responsive with 
letting us know what the story is and 
how long it’s going to be before we get 
power back. That helps us in making 
the decision whether to let our people 
go home or hang in for a while.” 

For more information about  
Nipro PharmaPackaging, visit the 
website at nipro-pharmapackaging.com. 

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE 

P.O. Box 2451 
Chase City, VA 23924-2451 

Chase City District 
(434) 372-6200 

Emporia District 
(434) 634-6168 

Gretna District 
(434) 656-1288 

Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688 

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Website: meckelec.org 
 

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

Once the glass vials go through two 
levels of camera inspection in the Clean 
Room, employees visually inspect the 
products before they’re packaged and 
placed on pallets.

Sixty-eight employees at Nipro 
PharmaPackaging produce as many as 
500,000 glass vials per day. At full capacity, 
that translates to 3.5 million vials per week 
and more than 170 million vials per year.

The final point of inspection before 
pallets of glass vials are shipped to 
customers takes place in the laboratory, 
where a sample from each pallet is put 
through hydrolytic resistance testing to 
ensure the inside of the surface of the 
glass meets certain requirements.
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Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative
to Award Five $1,000 Scholarships

Student Scholarship Criteria

1. Student’s parent or legal guardian must be a member of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative.
2. Student must have maintained at least a 3.0 grade-point average (based on 4.0 being an “A”) throughout 

his or her high school career.
3. Student must demonstrate good citizenship qualities by having exhibited commendable leadership 

abilities and exemplary school and community spirit.
4. A combination of weighted criteria will be used in the selection process including academic achievement, 

school and community activities, and student’s personal statement.

Applications available at meckelec.org 
Open to Public School and Home School Seniors

APPLY BY: 

TUESDAY, 
MARCH 31, 2020
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ReConnect Grant Will Assist Brunswick County  
Broadband Buildout

W ith access to broadband in their homes, 
students won’t have to travel to a  
library or public place to complete  

their homework. 
With access to broadband, business owners  

can place calls through Wi-Fi and sell anywhere  
in the world. 

With access to broadband, volunteer fire  
departments can file timely and critical incident  
reports with state agencies. 

These are some of the advantages that  
EMPOWER Broadband, a wholly owned subsidiary  
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative (MEC), will  
be able to provide because of a $3.8 million federal 
investment it has received to spread fiber-to-the-
home service in Brunswick County, Va. 

The funding comes from the U.S. Department  
of Agriculture’s (USDA) ReConnect program, which 
provides loans and grants in partnership with coop-
eratives, the private sector and rural communities  
to expand access to broadband service.  

The loan will enable Mecklenburg Electric to build a 
broadband hub for south-central and southeast Brunswick 
County. Its subsidiary, EMPOWER Broadband, will then 
offer access to high-speed internet service to some 1,254  
cooperative households as well as four educational facilities  
and two volunteer fire departments, including Triplet  
Volunteer Fire Department (VFD), which hosted the award 
announcement ceremony on Nov. 4.  

Dave High of the Triplet VFD points out that spotty  
internet coverage has hobbled the department in filing  
required incident reports with state agencies. “This will  
be a big improvement,” he says.  

Donald “DJ” LaVoy, USDA deputy undersecretary of rural 
development, announced the award and called it “a game 

changer” as a vital part of the  
revitalization of rural America. 

“Using that technology, we’re 
now connecting broadband so 
people can talk to anyone in the 
country, kids can be educated,  
and we can bring the resources  
together that we know make 
America great,” he says. 

U.S. Rep. Denver Riggleman  
of the 5th District, which  
includes much of Southside  

Virginia, offered congratulations to Brunswick County.  
As a member of the Rural Broadband Caucus, he supports 
more funding for broadband. 

“People need to be able to get on the internet, not just  
for email, not just for education, but also for health care.  
All of this grows the economy; all of this is interconnected,” 
he says. 

“We are truly excited about what has taken place. It falls 
right in line with our vision,” adds Barbara Jarrett-Harris, 
chair of the Brunswick County Board of Supervisors. 

Also in attendance at the ceremony were other  
representatives from the office of Gov. Ralph Northam,  
who has made rural broadband access a priority issue,  
Delegate Roslyn Tyler of Jarratt and several USDA officials. 

“Our Cooperative is very proud of the significant role  
we have played in improving the quality of life for those  
living here,” states John C. Lee, Jr., president and CEO  
of Mecklenburg Electric and EMPOWER. “And we will  
continue to build upon that legacy with the formation of 
EMPOWER Broadband to bring resilient, best-in-technology 
internet service to the citizens of Southside Virginia,” 
adding, “MEC will continue to seek out grants and low- 
interest loans to bring internet service to its territory that 
includes parts of nine counties in Virginia and five in  
North Carolina.”  

Lee noted that the cooperative has recently contracted  
to provide high-speed internet to a new call center that will 
bring 153 jobs to Brunswick County. “Without access to 
fiber, that call center would likely have landed elsewhere,” 
he says. “This is a great opportunity for Mecklenburg  
Electric to bring another critical service to our members  
in Brunswick County.” 

A formal announcement was made at the Triplet Volunteer Fire 
Department in November. $3.8 million has been awarded to 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative to create rural e-Connectivity 
for more than 1,250 rural households in its service area. Pictured at 
the announcement are (from left) John C. Lee, Jr., president & CEO 
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative and EMPOWER Broadband; 
U.S. Rep. Denver Riggleman of the 5th District; Roslyn Tyler, 
Virginia House of Delegates representative of the 75th district; and 
DJ LaVoy, USDA deputy undersecretary of rural development.

HIGH-SPEED 
INTERNET  
SERVICE TO: 
• 1,254 households 
• 4 educational 

facilities 
• 2 volunteer fire 

departments 
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