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The Scholarly Lawyer:
Graham K. Bryant, Esq.
MEC Youth Tour Experience Confirmed Virginia 
Assistant Solicitor General’s Public Service Goals

Each time Graham K. Bryant 
steps into the Supreme Court 
of Virginia’s courtroom and 

approaches the lectern to argue a case, 
pre-argument nerves give way to the 
confidence of experience and thorough 
preparation. He has been preparing for 
this his whole life.

Bryant mapped out a career path 
at an early age, and he has followed 
it with meticulous forethought and 
passionate intent, never 
losing sight of the end 
goal. Having just turned 
30 years old, the young 
lawyer is already well-
recognized for his legal 
writing expertise as well 
as for being a frequent 
speaker on topics such as 
appellate advocacy, constitutional law, 
legal reasoning and writing and more. 
He has a prolific portfolio of published 
works in legal publications including 
Mississippi Law Journal, the Journal of 
Civil Litigation and Regent University 
Law Review to name a few.

His list of accomplishments is long 
and impressive. Since passing the state 
bar exam in 2016, Bryant has been a 
member of several legal organizations, 
including the Virginia State Bar and the 
Virginia Bar Association, in which he has 
been appointed to various committees, 
working groups and task forces. He is on 
his second three-year term as an executive 
board member of the Virginia Bar 
Association’s Young Lawyers Division, 

and is editor-in-chief of the VBA’s 
Appellate Practice Section’s On Appeal 
publication. Bryant also has taught as 
an adjunct professor of law at William 
& Mary Law School, was recognized by 
Virginia Lawyers’ Media as one of only 
17 “Up & Coming Lawyers” in Virginia 
in 2021 and was named one of Virginia’s 
“Legal Elite” in Appellate Law by 
Virginia Business magazine in 2021.

Earlier this year, Bryant accepted the 
position of assistant solicitor general 
in the Office of the Attorney General 
of Virginia. “Working for the Virginia 
Solicitor General’s Office on some 

by Dolores Cabaniss
Member and Public Relations Specialist

“Presenting oral 
argument to a panel 
of judges is a thrill 
like nothing else.”

of Virginia’s highest-profile appellate 
litigation is a dream come true,” says 
Bryant. “Here, I have the privilege of 
working at my field’s highest levels while 
also serving Virginians. And presenting 
oral argument to a panel of judges is a 
thrill like nothing else.”

As part of the Office of the Solicitor 
General, Bryant represents the 
commonwealth before state and federal 
appellate courts, including the United 
States Supreme Court, in significant 
cases that call into question a state 
statute’s constitutionality or bear on 
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sensitive policies of the commonwealth. 
Bryant has felt the call to serve his 

fellow Virginians ever since he was a 
boy growing up in South Boston, Va., 
the son of Don and Paula Bryant and 
the grandson of Mary Irby. His mother, 
Paula, says that Graham was a precocious 
child, always very inquisitive. “When he 
was 3 years old and starting preschool, I 
realized that his perspective was enlarged 
and philosophical. He has always seen 
the world through a broader lens,” she 
remarks.

When he was in elementary school, 
the students were asked to interview 
someone they admired. Bryant chose 
to interview then-Virginia Sen. Charles 
Hawkins of Chatham. “I thought 
Graham would pick his dad or grandma 
or me ... someone easy to interview,” says 
his mother with a chuckle. “Instead, he 
stated that he was going to interview 
the senator, because in his words, ‘Sen. 
Hawkins is a Virginia Statesman.’ 
Graham called and set up the interview 
himself. The senator agreed, and even 
drove to Brookneal where I was working 
to meet Graham.

“As it turned out,” Paula continues, 

“Graham wasn’t as much interested in 
completing the assignment as he was 
in finding out how to become a good 
leader, and he thought Sen. Hawkins 
personified that. The senator’s advice to 
Graham was to learn a little bit about 
everything, so no matter who you talk to 
who needs help, you will know how to 
help them.

“Right then, Graham set his mind 
to becoming a Renaissance man like he 
saw in Sen. Hawkins, to gain as much 
knowledge as he could, and use it for 
the good of his community. Thankfully 
he knew at an early age which direction 
he wanted to take that knowledge, so he 
hasn’t wasted a moment in pursuing his 
goals,” she says.

ALWAYS LEARNING
At age 14, Bryant served as a page in 

the Senate of Virginia. “That was my first 
exposure to greater Virginia beyond the 
Southside communities I was raised in,” 
he says. “In meeting people from across 
the state and working in the halls of 
government — filing bills in the General 
Assembly Building, being stationed on 
the floor of the Senate during session, 
working in the Lieutenant Governor’s 
Office — I gained a much greater 
appreciation for how broad and diverse 

Graham Bryant, third from left, in Washington, D.C. during NRECA Youth Tour 2009. 
Bryant was sponsored by Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative.

Graham Bryant stands before a bust of 
Thomas Jefferson while visiting the U.S. 
Capitol during Youth Tour 2009.

Virginia is. 
“But I was most struck with how 

much power the relatively few lawyers 
in the General Assembly wielded,” he 
asserts. “I recognized that someone 
with a legal education, coupled with a 
public-service mindset, could do a great 
deal of good for Virginia, and especially 
Southern Virginia, which is generally 
underrepresented in Richmond.”

Bryant’s commitment was 
strengthened, and his viewpoint further 
broadened, when he applied and was 
chosen to represent Mecklenburg 
Electric Cooperative at the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Youth Tour, 
held each year for rural America’s best 
and brightest high school students. The 
summer before his senior year in high 
school, he spent a week in Washington, 
D.C., learning about leadership and the 
cooperative purpose. 

“Youth Tour was a wonderful 
experience. It enabled me to travel to the 
nation’s capital, meet my representatives, 
and see the most important sites to 
American democracy,” says Bryant. 
“My Youth Tour experience further 
confirmed my public service goals 
and desire to devote my life to serving 
Virginians.”

(continued from page 15)
Graham K. Bryant, Esq.
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While there, Bryant was selected 
to become Virginia’s representative to 
NRECA’s Youth Leadership Council at 
the national meeting in Atlanta. “These 
experiences helped me see the 
significant lobbying work 
electric cooperatives do 
in Washington and 
beyond on behalf of 
cooperative members 
everywhere.” That 
same year, Bryant 
also participated in 
both the Virginia and 
the National Institutes 
on Cooperative Education, 
where youth learn about the 
cooperative business model and how 
cooperatives serve their members. 

Bryant states, “The leadership 
experience I gained, thanks to 
Mecklenburg’s participation in these 
programs, helped prepare me for the 
challenges I would face at college 
and law school while also making 
lifelong friends. I wouldn’t trade those 
experiences for anything.”

ALWAYS ACHIEVING
After graduating high school in 

2010, Bryant attended the College of 
William & Mary, earning his bachelor’s 
in English with a minor in history. He 
graduated summa cum laude in 2013, a 
year early, thanks to a number of college 
credits earned in high school. That fall 
he entered William & Mary Law School, 
earning his Juris Doctor degree, and 
graduating as a member of the Order of 
the Coif, which is the highest academic 
honor a law student can achieve. He 
also was honored with the Gambrell 
Professionalism award and the Legal 
Practice Scholar award and served as 
Senior Articles Editor for William & 
Mary Law Review’s executive board. 

“I tried out a number of different 
practice areas in law school. What really 
enraptured me was appellate law,” Bryant 
says. “Appeals are a narrow, esoteric 
area of law that involves bringing cases 
that have already been decided by a trial 
court to either the Court of Appeals or 
Supreme Court, to argue that the lower 
court made a mistake or to defend the 
lower court’s decision, depending on 
your client’s needs. 

“My first experience with appeals 
came during the summer after my 

first year of law school, when I 
interned with the Criminal 

Appeals section of the 
Virginia Attorney 

General’s Office,” 
Bryant continues. “I 
had the opportunity to 
observe arguments and 
work on drafting briefs 

submitted to the Court 
of Appeals of Virginia and 

Supreme Court of Virginia 
and I loved it.”

After graduation in 2016, Bryant 
began his first job serving as a law clerk 
to Virginia Court of Appeals Chief 
Judge Glen A. Huff. When his two-year 
clerkship concluded in 2018, he began 
another two-year clerkship with Justice 
William C. Mims of the Supreme Court 
of Virginia.

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
upended my search for post-clerkship 

An avid scuba diver, Bryant has 
logged over 100 dives in locations like the 
Florida Keys, Nassau, Bahamas, cavern 
diving in central Florida, and diving in an 
alligator-infested Cooper River in South 
Carolina, which he says has become 
his favorite type of diving. Above, he 
displays two large fossilized shark teeth 
he recovered there, just two of hundreds 
he’s recovered while diving for fossils as 
well as colonial and civil war artifacts.

employment, but it proved to be a 
blessing in disguise,” says Bryant. “I 
joined Byrne Canaan Law, a boutique 
litigation firm in Richmond, which 
brought me onboard to found the 
firm’s appellate practice group. In 
this role, I regularly appeared before 
the Court of Appeals of Virginia 
and Supreme Court of Virginia in 
appeals across a variety of subject areas, 
including medical malpractice defense, 
equitable distribution awards, workers 
compensation subrogation, and some 
indigent criminal defense appeals I took 
on as a matter of community service.”

Then earlier this year, Bryant 
accepted the offer for his current 
position. Bryant has been chasing this 
dream since he was a youth in rural 
Southside Virginia. From his pre-teen 
years on, he has not wavered in its 
pursuit, nor has he slowed down, and 
chances are he won’t. His is a star that 
is on a fast, upward trajectory and it is 
steadily gaining momentum. For him, 
this is just the beginning. 

Last fall, Bryant and his wife, Mary, 
welcomed their son, Rowan. Busy 
schedule aside, he is an extremely proud 
and hands-on dad. “We have our hands 
full with a happy, healthy, and very wiggly 
6-month-old,” the young father beams.

The summer before his 
senior year in high school, 

Bryant represented 
MEC at Youth Tour and 
also represented the 

Commonwealth at NRECA 
Youth Leadership Council’s 

national meeting.
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Alivia Martin of Ebony and Emory 
Conner of Nathalie recently 
attended the Virginia Institute 

on Cooperative Education youth 
leadership conference held at Graves’ 
Mountain Lodge in Syria, Va. The event, 
sponsored by the Virginia Cooperative 
Council, is held every spring with the 
mission of educating students about the 
unique business model that a cooperative 
utilizes. 

Martin and Conner, who were 
sponsored by Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative, joined 30 students from 
across the Commonwealth of Virginia 
representing more than 25 cooperatives.

Dustin Francis, MEC member 
and community relations coordinator, 
served as a group leader and chaperone 
during the trip. “Mecklenburg Electric 
is committed to investing in the youth 
across our service territory, with both 
time and resources,” he says. “VICE is 
an amazing opportunity for the young 
people to expand their leadership 
capabilities and build their financial 
and teamwork skills. Our cooperative is 
proud to provide this opportunity.”

During the conference, students 
participated in breakout sessions and 
workshops highlighting five cooperative 
models: electric, financial, purchasing, 
marketing and consumer food. Students 
were then placed into teams to compete 
in a computerized, interactive business 
simulation, “Who’s Minding the Store?,” 
making operational and financial 
decisions necessary to keep the business 

running in an efficient manner. 
The conference helps students 

enhance their teamwork, leadership 
and communication skills, with top 
performers having the opportunity to 
receive up to $2,000 in educational 
scholarships.  

“These students now have a new 
perspective on the legacy of cooperatives 

and the importance they hold in today’s 
society,” says Francis.

Next year’s conference is scheduled 
for March 24-26 at Graves’ Mountain 
Lodge. Upcoming juniors and seniors, 
whose parents or grandparents are MEC 
Members, interested in attending next 
year’s conference can email Dustin 
Francis at dfrancis@meckelec.org. 

Alivia Martin, left, and Emory Conner participated in the VICE youth leadership 
conference, held recently at Graves’ Mountain Lodge.

MEC Sponsors 
Local Students 
at Conference

Do you know an MEC Member who goes above 
and beyond for his/her community?
Help us identify those truly selfless individuals who deserve to be recognized for all 
they do. Simply email your recommendation to info@meckelec.org with the subject: 
Members Leading Our Communities. Tell us a little about the Member and we’ll do 
the rest.
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For Third Year, MEC to Hold Modified Annual Meeting

Each year, your MEC team begins 
planning our Annual Meeting six 
months in advance of the actual 

event to accommodate the many details 
that accompany staging the successful 
meeting. At the time our planning 
committee began meeting this past 
winter, COVID-19 numbers 
were still a major issue 
and many of the CDC’s 
guidelines were still 
in place, especially 
those that addressed 
large gatherings. 
Regrettably, a decision 
on the meeting format 
had to be made well in 
advance and considering 
the pandemic conditions that 
existed at that time. Out of an abundance 
of caution in protecting the health and 
safety of our Members and our employees, 
your team and Board chose, once again, 
to discourage attendance at this year’s 
Annual Meeting of the Membership.

We recognize how much our Members 
look forward to gathering, catching 
up with old friends and making new 
ones. We are equally disappointed. 
The Annual Meeting has always been a 
hallmark event for MEC’s cooperative 
team, a tradition that we have looked 
forward to year after year.  

Regardless of meeting restrictions, 
the business of the cooperative and its 
commitment to the Membership must 
continue. As such, MEC will hold 
only the business meeting on June 15, 
in compliance with the cooperative’s 
bylaws that state: “The Annual Meeting 
of the Members shall be held on the 
third (3rd) Wednesday of June each year 
at its corporate headquarters in Chase 
City, Virginia …”. The brief meeting 
will begin promptly at 5 p.m. and will 
consist of an abbreviated financial 
report by our treasurer and the election 
of three directors, conducted by the 
Cooperative’s attorney.

ATTENDANCE GUIDELINES
For those who do choose to attend 

this year’s meeting, please note the 
guidelines for entry: 

•  It is recommended that only one 
representative for each MEC 
electric service account attend. 

•  Each Member in attendance 
will be directed to a seat that 

is socially distanced from 
others. 

It should also be noted 
that: 
•  No food or drinks 
will be served.
•  There will be no 

registration gifts and no 
drawing for door prizes 

at the meeting. 

DIRECTOR ELECTIONS
As is customary with our regular 

Annual Meeting, we must still conduct 
the director elections, and we can 
accomplish this using your proxy votes. 
We ask that you please send in your 
proxy cards to form a quorum so that 
the election can move forward. Please 
complete and sign the proxy card that 
was included in your April or May 
electric bill and mail it with your bill 
payment or in a separate envelope to 
be received in our Chase City office 
no later than June 8. Taking an extra 

minute or two to complete and send 
in your proxy vote will qualify you for 
drawings that will be held to award 
21 lucky Members a credit on their 
upcoming power bills. See a complete 
listing of those prize opportunities on 
page 21.

We will keep you well informed on 
the business that is conducted at the 
meeting. A video will be recorded and 
available for review after the meeting at 
meckelec.org and on MEC’s Facebook 
page. Additionally, the August edition of 
Cooperative Living will share the Annual 
Meeting remarks from your CEO.

The Annual Membership Meeting is 
a valued tradition here at MEC, and we 
regret that we must conduct the meeting 
in this manner, but rest assured, your 
cooperative continues to be financially 
sound and is well-positioned to continue 
meeting the needs of our Members. We 
look forward to returning to normalcy 
and seeing everyone at our 2023 
Annual Membership Meeting. Until we 
meet again, thanks for your support, 
understanding, and for being a Member 
of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative. 
We are, as always, proud to serve you. 

MEC board of directors chairman David 
Jones addresses attendees at last year’s 
modified annual meeting.

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE

P.O. Box 2451
Chase City, VA 23924-2451

Chase City District 
(434) 372-6200

Emporia District 
(434) 634-6168

Gretna District 
(434) 656-1288

Power Failure & Emergencies 
(877) 632-5688

Office Hours: M-F, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Website: meckelec.org

Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative is an 
equal opportunity provider and employer.

After the Annual 
Membership Meeting is 
held, visit our website or 

our Facebook page to 
view a video of the 
business meeting.
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MEC Nominating Committee Announces Candidates
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative’s Nominating Committee met on March 24 to consider candidates to serve on the board of 
directors. Each prospective candidate was interviewed, and upon review, the committee nominated the candidates listed below 
to serve. No further nominations were submitted for consideration.

David C. Hall
Gretna District

David Hall of Hurt was first 
elected to the Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative board in 2016 and has 
served two terms representing the 
Gretna district.

Hall is a retired construction 
project manager, and he and his wife, 
Janna, operate a cow/calf farm. 

“My wife and I have lived on 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
lines for over 30 years and feel 
fortunate to have such a reliable 
electric power supplier,” says Hall. 

“It has been a privilege for me 
to serve as a board member of the 
cooperative working alongside the 
other directors who have a passion 
for serving MEC’s Members. Board 
membership is a continuous learning 
experience, and during my tenure, I 
have learned a great deal about rural 
electrification,” he adds. “I would 
welcome the opportunity to continue 
serving on the board and will try to 
represent the best interests of our 
member-owners. Supporting the 
communities we serve is what makes 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
such a strong organization.”

Brandon Hudson is a self-
employed attorney in the town of 
Halifax. He has represented the 
Chase City district as a member of its 
board since 2007.

“It has been an honor and pleasure 
to serve the Members of our district,” 
says Hudson. “If reelected, I look 
forward to continuing to uphold 
the cooperative’s exemplary record 
of service. I sincerely believe that 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
puts the Members’ needs first in 
providing safe, affordable and reliable 
electricity. The cooperative is a well-
managed organization and takes 
great pride in its top-notch customer 
service. It would be a privilege to 
continue serving the Members as a 
member of the board.”

Hudson and his wife, Ami, live 
in Virgilina. He holds a Master of 
Divinity degree and offers supportive 
resources for ministers and their 
families through the Ministering to 
Ministers Foundation.

Angela Wilson is assistant 
professor of education at Mary 
Baldwin University. She has served 
on the MEC board since 2008, 
representing the Emporia district.

“The staff, administration and 
board of directors are committed to 
staying abreast of historical trends, 
current issues, industry standards and 
cutting-edge innovation to ensure 
that our cooperative remains well 
positioned to safely and effectively 
meet the needs of our member-
owners. It is a pleasure to be a 
member of Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative, and I am committed 
to continuing to study the work 
of this industry, to supporting the 
progress of our cooperative, and to 
representing the interests of my fellow 
Members.”

Angela also serves the community 
through work with the Greensville 
Memorial Foundation, Southern 
Dominion Health System and Girl 
Scouts of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. She is a member of First 
Baptist Church, Weldon, N.C. and 
lives in the Greensville-Emporia area.

Brandon G. Hudson
Chase City District

Angela B. Wilson
Emporia District
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NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERS

MECKLENBURG ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE
CHASE CITY, VIRGINIA

Pursuant to the Bylaws of Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative adopted 
by the Board of Directors on July 21, 2021, notice is hereby given of the 
Annual Meeting of the Members to be held at the Cooperative headquarters 
in Chase City, Virginia, at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15, 2022, to take 
action on the following matters:

1.  Reports of officers, directors, and management;

2.  Election of three directors for a three-year term and;              

3.  All other business, which may properly come before the meeting.

In accordance with the Bylaws, the Board of Directors appointed a 
Nominating Committee to nominate members to be presented at the Annual 
Meeting for election as Directors to fill three vacancies that will be created 
by terms expiring at the time of the meeting. This Committee met on March 
24, 2022, and nominated the following members for a three-year term:

 GRETNA DISTRICT David C. Hall
  1588 Dews Road
  Hurt, VA  24563

 EMPORIA DISTRICT Angela B. Wilson
  4015 Slagles Lake Road
  Emporia, VA  23847

 CHASE CITY DISTRICT Brandon G. Hudson
  1090 Bowen Road
  Virgilina, VA  24598

All of the above were nominated in accordance with Cooperative Bylaws.   
The Bylaws provide for further nominations by written petition of seventy-
five (75) or more members in good standing from the District for which 
the seat is sought, which petition shall be filed with the Secretary at least 
seventy-five (75) days prior to the Annual Meeting.
 
 Donald L. Moore
 Secretary

Complete Your Proxy 
for 21 Chances to Win  

As a Member of Mecklenburg 
Electric Cooperative, we 
encourage you to participate in 
the upcoming election of your 
board of directors by completing 
and returning the proxy card 
enclosed with your April or May 
bill. Since we won’t be able to 
gather and draw prizes again 
this year, due to continued 
coronavirus restrictions and for 
the safety of our Members and 
community, we want to offer 
our Members the continued 
excitement that comes along 
with our prize drawings that 
normally conclude our Annual 
Membership Meeting. If you 
have misplaced your proxy 
information, contact our office 
and one of our member services 
representatives will gladly send 
you a replacement. 

All proxies received by June 8 
will be entered into drawings for 
the following electric bill credits: 

Grand Prize - $250 credit 
10 Prizes - $100 credit 
10 Prizes - $50 credit 

It’s easy to vote! 
•  Remember to complete both 

sides of the card. 
•  Place a checkmark in the 

boxes beside the names of the 
candidates you support in each 
district. 

•  Sign your name EXACTLY as it 
is printed on your electric bill. 

•  Fill in the date that you 
complete the card. 

•  Return the proxy with your 
bill payment or in a separate 
envelope to MEC, P.O. Box 
2451, Chase City, VA 23924. 

All proxies must be returned by 
June 8 to be eligible for 

the drawings.
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At Mecklenburg Electric 
Cooperative, we recognize 
Electrical Safety Month every 

May, but we also know the importance 
of practicing safety every day ... without 
exception. From our Cooperative crews 
to you, the consumer-members we serve, 
we recognize that everyone has a part to 
play in prioritizing safety.

According to the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International, thousands of 
people in the U.S. are critically injured 
or electrocuted as a result of electrical 
fires and accidents in their own homes. 
Many of these accidents are preventable. 
Electricity is a necessity, and it powers 
our daily lives. But we know first-hand 
how dangerous electricity can be because 
we work with it 365 days a year. 

To me, safety is more than a 
catchphrase. As safety and security 
coordinator at MEC, it’s my 
responsibility to keep cooperative 
employees safe. Additionally, we want 
to help keep you and all members of 
our community safe. That’s why you’ll 
see Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
hosting safety demonstrations at 
community events, local fire departments 
and in schools throughout the year, to 
illustrate the dangers of electricity. We 

discuss emergency scenarios, such as 
what to do in a car accident involving 
a utility pole and downed power 
lines and what to watch out for when 
fighting structure fires. We caution 
students on the dangers of pad-mounted 
transformers and overloading circuits 
with too many electronic devices. 

There are many resources available 
to learn about electrical safety. Type 
electrical safety into any internet search 
engine and you will get multiple results 
detailing how to use electricity safely at 
your home or business. 

I would also like to remind 
everyone of the dangers that are present 
concerning the power lines we use to 
provide electricity to your homes and 
businesses. At MEC, we utilize two 
distribution voltages: 14,400 volts 
and 7,200 volts phase to ground. The 
electricity that is coming into your house 
is typically 120/240 volts. This means 
that our main lines have a much greater 
risk for injury/death when contacted. 

The power lines that you see on our 
poles are not insulated and should be 
considered energized whenever you 
encounter them. It is NEVER safe to 
touch or move any wires that are on 
the ground or within reach. If you 

encounter a downed or damaged power 
line call 911 and then contact MEC at 
1-877 MECKOUT (1-877-632-5688) 
immediately, 24/7 and we will dispatch 
someone to make the lines safe. 

I encourage you to talk with your kids 
about playing it safe and smart around 
electricity. Help them be aware of overhead 
power lines near where they play outdoors. 

Keeping our employees and 
communities safe is your cooperative’s 
highest priority followed immediately 
by meeting the electric needs of our 
Membership with outstanding customer 
service and affordable energy that’s reliably 
delivered and available around the clock. 

Visit our Facebook page or contact 
Mecklenburg Electric Cooperative 
for additional electrical safety tips 
or if you would like us to provide a 
safety demonstration at your school or 
upcoming community event. 

Practice Safety Every Day of the Year
by Matt Shaw, Safety & Security Coordinator

Power 
Line 
Safety

  Never climb power poles or 
transmission towers. A typical 
overhead distribution line has

 7,200 volts or 14,400 volts per wire. Voltages on 
 major transmission lines are as high as 500,000 
 volts. They can deliver a deadly shock.
  Never climb or cut trees near power lines. The 

human body is an excellent conductor of electricity 
and you could become its path from the lines to the 
ground. Never attempt to remove trees that have 
fallen onto power lines.

  Never drive over a downed line or under a 
 low-hanging line. Beware of downed lines touching 

a vehicle. Stay away from the vehicle and the line. If a 
power line hits your car while you’re inside, stay put 

and wait for help. If the car catches fire, then jump 
clear without touching metal and the ground at the 
same time. Shuffle away while keeping both feet on 
the ground.

  Keep ladders, antennas, kites and poles away 
from power lines.  Remember: Weatherproofing on 
overhead wiring is not insulation. If you are holding 
any of these items and they come into contact with a 
power line, you could receive an electrical shock.

Additional Tips To Keep Safe Near Power Lines

If you see a downed or damaged power line 
call 911 then contact MEC immediately, 24/7! 

1-877 MECKOUT  (1-877-632-5688) 


